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By George C. Wilson. 
Sv? fp 7) * Washington Post Stal Welter: ras 
" <€3S, intelligence agencies believe about 90 percent 
of the American hostages are locked up in the Tehran 
" embassy but are not sure of the whereabouts of the 
- other 10 percent, government officials said yesterday. 
‘+ "This uncertainty frustrates the Joint Chiefs of 
‘Staff as-they continue to. look for ways to rescue 
: the 52 hostages by military force without suffering un- 
‘Acceptably high casualties = 
>The Pentagon kept studymg rescue plans after 
“the April attempt ended in flames on an expanse 
“of sand in the Iranian back: country called Desert 
-Onez But, Pentagon sources gaid, lack of precise in- 
2telligence on all the hostages’ location made trying 
*¢6 find and extract them in a lightning-fast night op- 
eration too risky. | See, leit ice | 
* Tntelligance analysts never believed. the hostages 
“ svete widely scattered throughout Tran after the April 
‘yaid:as the Iranian government claimed. They still 
-bink the hostages are in Tehran, with the 10 percent 
“Outside the embassy suspected to be elsewhere in 
: "But nobody pretends to have unimpeachable in-, 
“formation about what is: going on inside Iran these 
‘days-partly because the CIA’s network there disin- 
gegrated along with the shah’s power in 1968. The 
~Gneuccesstul April raid, code-named Rice Bowl to 
‘steer people away from the location if word about 
3t-leaked out, tore up what was left of the CIA’s once- 
‘elaborate network in Trams 2 | 
~The intelligence gap extends. beyond the hostages”; 


tow 


Yokation to the war between Iran and Iraq. Estimates: 
Shéett ‘its. directions by the. CIA, and. Defense Intelli-| 
geiies: Agency have proved. wrong. 37 <r". 3 

' Early im the war, the CIA issued dire secret reports 

| about the possibility that-the Strait‘of Hormuz in| 
thet Persian Gulf. could-be closed to‘oil tankers by | 
tonerof the’ combatants. ‘The DIA kept saying the | 
|<tat!would sputter: out in a matter of days, citing | 
Sthe likelihood that Iran would run out of fuel for | 
\its-warplanes as one reason. for this, 
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~The ClAfidderated its. warnings when the US. | 
‘Maritime Administration, after. checking witn com- | 
‘panies whose ships were plying the Persian Gulf, re- : 
_ported business as usual except for some challenges" 
‘frong the [ranian navy. Tika f 
...7RBe duration and tempo of the of the Irantan-Iraqi : 
war exceeded DIA’s early predictions, Pentagon of- : 
‘tical _acknowledge. However, they said there has-} 
-beewa slowdown lately in Tran’s air operations. 

'! Despite the high risk, the president could always 
“order another attempt to free the hostages by force 
“if. itfseemed: the only: way: to--geé ‘at. least some. of. 
them out alive: But for. some time: the post-April res 
“cue plans have been consigned to the Pentagon’s bots! 


-tom, drawer, sources said. oe mI 
Be ag S re Te: ae PG “ roe PBL 
4 

n-] 


‘vasion of Tran. itt “mid-October, asserting that’ the’! 
Kharg Island oil terminal at the head of the Persian, 
“Ghit was ‘an objective. Rescue plans have focused | 
‘ofdlirect extraction of the hostages, Pentagon sources : 
a not the occupation of Kharg Island or the oil | 
“Gelds. 


- «Before: the April attempt * ‘Jaunched,. former 
“ CTA director Richard Helros was one of those pushing | 
foria. US. military oceupation of Kharg Island so Ir-! 
‘an’s oil spigot there could be controlled by the United | 
“States, sources said. However, the Kharg Island oc-j 
cupation was ‘not approved then or later. , 


-- With military rescue out at least for the mnorment, ‘ 
‘the government’s intelligence agencies. are irying to- 
‘find out what discussions are going on behind closed ' 
doors in Jran’s ruling circles concerning the hostages. 
‘But here, too,-gathering hard information by such 

istandard techniques as electronic eavesdropping is 

“proving difficult, ree eat oe 


t 


_ }" One reason for this is that the ‘Ayatollah Ruhollalr 


"Khomeini ‘and his top. aides do not communicate 
‘much beyond their tight circle, keeping Washington 
‘and other world capitals pretty much in the dark: 
‘about their plans... Mae Cae ; 
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freed would be.to turn this over a$ project to the 
Association of Former Intelligence Officers, who 
held their convention at Tyson’s Corner recently. 
This: organization, which now has members from 


fense -. Intelligence . Agency, -National Security 
Agency and others, now has about 2500 enrolled. It 
4 was founded in the living r room of David Phillips in 
Bethesda a few years ago .*."; . There they were, out 
of the cold, many of them. Sa are people whom 
we: -had known but did not’ know what they did 
hos {There was no braggadocio, but the recounting 


OF lives lived under unspeakable dangers, accom- 


there were those still in fervent belief that what they 
had done was right, even if it meant arbitrary deci- 
*sions that affected ne and fans eae of 
nations . Kees” we ppg 


came to the meeting. _ So did Danie] Schorr. An 
associate of Philip, Agee, who exposes CIA agents, 


the press table... Serie cee 3 ee Pepe 
“town, N.Y., who lived in that house on upper 35th | 
Street where he had bronght some papers for work. 
on the week-end when some CIA employes came to 
the house to rent an apartment and saw them, and 
reported him “24°. Hans says the papers: were 
covered up, ‘hiddea on one level} and the apartment. 
for rent was ona distant level. 2. :..‘Oh, well they-: 
“wanted to: getrid of me: ¢ anyhow; he Said after’ all 
“those years of service’. 22: . He ‘sued ‘the‘individuals | 
“involved; “including officials to prove ‘his innocence * 
‘and get the very substantial pension. rights, ‘W6-years 
atsuper. After.seven years, hev won. his case ‘and had 
full pension restored . Remy nate ; 
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One sure way the U.S. covld get the hostages — 


nine federy} agencies including the CIA, FBI, De - 


plishing Missions Impossible a3 a routine,. brought ° 
admiration for service to country... = Of course: 


~ Richard Helms, former ‘director’ ‘of the CIA, = 


got some hard looks but was not denied a Place at. 


- "Then there was Hans Tofte, now of Coops 
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